Exploring mental health service needs for the elderly: results of a modified Delphi study.
Identified key informants with professional experience in the broad domain of mental health services reported current and future mental health service needs of elderly Harris County residents as part of a three-round modified Delphi study. Forty-one professionals from various housing, psychosocial, medical, and protective service provider groups were surveyed during three consecutive rounds. The consensus achieved through the Delphi process served to describe the gaps in the mental health services currently available to elderly Harris County residents as well as identify the service needs of this population into the future, thereby providing direction for future service development.